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• We help communities grow in ways that protect health and the 

environment; strengthen their fiscal bottom line and attract private 

investment; and create better housing, transportation, and jobs 

for the entire community.

• Non-regulatory; work on cross-cutting environmental issues 

related to land use and economic development

• Work with other EPA programs and regional offices, other federal 

agencies, states, tribes, local gov’ts, private sector, nonprofits

• Direct technical assistance with communities, tribes, states, and 

regional entities

• Research and policy evaluation 

• Publications and tools on a wide range of topics

About the Office of Community Revitalization



• Communities often need help 

establishing a clear vision, 

developing effective implementation 

strategies, and identifying barriers 

that might be created by their own 

policies

– We lower the entry barrier to federal 

assistance and access to national 

expertise

– We act as a convener and help 

communities have conversations with 

key stakeholders (from individuals in 

the community to external public- and 

private-sector partners)

• We use what we learn from technical 

assistance projects to create tools 

any community can pick up and use

Technical Assistance



OCR Technical Assistance Programs

Program

Total 

projects

Building Blocks – Grantee (2012-17) 157

Building Blocks - Sustainable 

Communities (2011-20) 212

Cool & Connected (2016-17) 17

Governor's Institute (2010-15) 18

Greening America's Capitals/ 

Communities (2010-20) 38

Healthy Places for Healthy People 

(2017-18) 16

Livable Communities in Appalachia 

(2012-14) 15

Local Foods, Local Places (2015-20) 127

Smart Growth Implementation 

Assistance (2010-19) 31

Recreation Economy for Rural 

Communities (2020) 10

Regional Resilience (2020) 4

Special TA (2010-20) 38

Total, 2010-2020 683



Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities

Santa Monica, California – Credit: Renaissance Planning  

 Planning technical assistance 
on a variety of topic areas 
centered on the intersection 
of the built and natural 
environments

 Aimed at empowering 
communities and building 
local capacity

 Education in topical areas 
with local context 

 Technical guidance on best 
practices 

 Facilitation and engagement 
of the public and stakeholders 

 Coaching on most promising 
next steps 





Bikeshare Planning 
Green and 

Complete Streets

Flood Resilience 
for Riverine and 

Coastal 
Communities

Building Regional 
Disaster Resilience

Leveraging Cultural 
Anchor Institutions

Linking Land Use 
and Water Quality

Neighborhood 
Planning for 

Healthy Aging

Creating Equitable 
Development

Preferred Growth 
Areas

Strategies for 
Neighborhood 
Reinvestment

Addressing 
Emerging Mobility

Sustainable 
Strategies for 

Small Cities and 
Rural Areas

Sustainable Land 
Use Code Audit

Using Smart 
Growth to Produce 

Fiscal and 
Economic Health 

Walking Audit

Building Blocks Topic Areas



Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities

Applications    Full TA       Help Desk
28                         10                     10

Anchor Institutions Emerging Mobility Regional Resiliency



Community Outcomes

• Making progress 

towards smart 

growth 

implementation 

• Implementation 

actions vary based 

on community 

capacity and tool 

focus 

Smart Growth conversation starts.

Community organizes to turn conversation 
into action.

Community  develops strategies (e.g. policy 
changes, new code language, funding, etc.).

Community formally adopts strategies.

Strategies influence new development.

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5



Points of Impact

Physical 

Infrastructure

Policies, 

Codes, 

Zoning, 

etc



Points of Impact

Placemaking 

Strategies

Partnerships 

and Networks



Detailed Action Planning



Looking Forward

• EO 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through 

the Federal Government

• Looking at focusing on communities of color and low-income communities

• Beefing up our engagement and inclusion efforts in our work

• EO 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad

• Have current programs that focus on adaptation explicitly

• Current programs address mitigation implicitly (i.e., smart growth reduces VMT)

• Looking at ways to address adaptation more directly

Similar frustrations are bubbling up in communities across 

the United States, experts say. In a 2020 Brookings report 

titled “Pledges and Progress,” researchers found that of 45 

major cities that have established ambitious climate goals 

in the past three decades, two-thirds are not on track to 

achieve them. Some aren’t even tracking their own 

progress through regular emissions inventories.

“Having a well-intentioned, well-researched commitment is 

different from having a plan for execution — that’s where 

cities are struggling,” said Mark Muro, a senior fellow at 

Brookings and co-author of the report.

https://www.brookings.edu/research/pledges-and-progress-steps-toward-greenhouse-gas-emissions-reductions-in-the-100-largest-cities-across-the-united-states/


Questions for you

• Where are you seeing opportunities or challenges with using 

land use changes to reduce emissions?

• What type of assistance would you find helpful in this space?

• What federal programs do you work with that influence your 

land use decisions?

• What is your favorite kind of pie?


